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preserving a part of America’s past 


At the operating desk. 

In this issue we are proud to present what may well be the 
single most important article on Vibroplex keys ever published. For 
several years now, John Elwood, WW7P, has been this country’s 
much-called-upon expert in dating Vibroplex keys by their serial 
number. His knowledge is due to the massive amount of data that 
he’s been compiling during that time. (You may recall our requests 
in earlier issues of TVC to send information on your keys to John.) 
Those of you who have been awaiting publication of John’s 
extensive dating study need wait no longer -- it begins on the next 
page. Now we can all be experts, thanks to WW7P. 

Also in this issue, Robert Morrison responds to my 
"Editor’s Postscript" in the last issue, Greg Raven gives his 
impressions of the last AWA Conference, and a bit of a mystery is 
solved in the Landline column. 

For those who keep track of such things, 37 copies of the 
new Vibroplex Collector’s Guide (second edition) were bound in 
classic "Vibroplex red" hardcovers (or as close to that color as we 
could come) for a special collector’s edition. They are now in the 
hands of those TVC readers who took advantage of the offer 
included with the October issue (that number includes one book for 
my own library). Yes, the special signed flyleaf says 35 copies 
were hardbound, but we’ll just call that a "point," as the book 
collectors do. 

If you don’t have this revised, 125-page book yet, the 
softcover edition can be ordered from (so far): The Vibroplex Co., 
Mobile AL; Antique Electronic Supply, Tempe AZ; Paul Washa, 
Mound, Minn.; Universal Radio, Reynoldsburg, OH; G.C. 
Arnold, Broadstone, England; Radio Bookstore, Rindge, NH; and 
the publisher, Artifax Books. Support your local dealer. 

Once again __, Carla and I should be on the road west by 
the time you receive this issue. Mail will follow us in due course, 
and we’ll be back home in April to put out the next issue of TVC. 
Until then, happy hunting. --W1IMQ. 
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BIRTH DaTES OF THE VIBROPLEX KEYS © 1996 
by John Blwood, WW7P, 5716 N. 34th Dr., Phoenix, 4Z 85017 USA 


aS a key collector I have been asked many times to date Vibroplex 


keys. at first it appeared nea 
undertake a project that 


were made, 


would help us 
It's been a long job starti 


rly impossible to do, so I decided to 
know how old and when our keys 
ng in 1990. 


I'll start wita serial numbers and aproximate dates, then list 
the sources for my dates, such as when the keys were first/and last 


advertised, patent dates, sales Slips, 
years, information from owners, etc. 


After the above dates ha 


termined by extrapolation of 


Remember, 


close. 


It appears that Vibroplex assi 
ent models of keys between 1905 and 


KEY 
ORIGINAL 
DOUBLE LEVER 
DOUBLE LEVER 
ORIGINaL 
nyn 
No. 4 
ORIGINAL 
nxn 


Vibroplex's adaresses over the 


d been ascertained, other dates were de- 
the figures, 


these are aproximate dates but I feel they are very 


SERIaL NUMBERS 


400-4416 
6010-6014 
D5015=D5310 
9000-9 ,999 
10, 238-12 ,250 
B518-B1623 
20,011-20,788 
25090-26154 


gned blocks of numbers for differ- 
1915. 


ey tRIaL NUMBERS 
ORIGINAL 50,000-51,814 
With the 253 Broadway ad- 
dress and later plates the 
serial numbers ran consec- 


utively. 
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Commas have been inserted to facilitate reading the numbers, 


NUMBER aPROX 
4,00-1,286 1905 
1,287-2,777 1906 
2, 778-3 ,255 1907 
3,256-6,106 1908 
No numbers reported 
between 
6,107-9,999 


No numbers 1909 
reported 


No numbers 1910 
reported 


10,000-10,399 1911 
10,400-11, 766 

* 1912 
20,000-20,621 
11,767-12,25 

* 


20,622-20,800 
25,000-25,577 1913 
** 


50,000-50,907 
D5015-D5310 


25,578-26,154 
‘x 


50,908-51,8275 1914 
B518-B1623 


* No numbers 
reported 
12 ,251-19,999 
*%* No numbers 
reported 
26 5155-49 ,999 
51,828-54,231 1915 
54,232-57,208 1916 
57,269-60,308 1917 
60, 309-64, 573 1918 
64,574=72,352 1919 
72,353-80,960 1920 


80,961-84,681 1921 


NUMBER 
84 682-88 ,402 


88, 403-91, 375 

91,376-94,316 

94 317-95, 865 

95,866-99,574 

99,575, 101,339 
101, 340-103 ,104 
103,105-103,952 
103 953-104, 800 
104, 801-105,648 
105 649-106 496 
106 ,497=107, 34-4 
107, 345-108,192 
108 193-109 ,040 
109 041-109, 888 
109 , 889-110, 736 
110,737-111,571 
111, 572-113, 865 
113 ,866-116,159 
116 ,160-118,452 
118, 453-122 , 536 
122, 537-126 619 
126 ,620-137,394 
137,395=-148 ,169 
148,170-152, 526 
152, 527-156 ,883 
156, 884-161, 353 
161, 354-165, 822 
165,823-170,292 


APROX. YR 
1922 
1923 
192k, 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
19,0 
19441 
1942 
1943 
19d 
1945 
1946 
1947 
19448 
1949 
1950 


NUMBER 

170, 293-174, 762 
174 y 763-179 ,232 
179 ,233-183 , 702 
183, 703-188,172 
188 173-192 ,642 
192 ,643-197,112 
197,113,201, 582 
201 , 583-206 ,052 
206 ,053-210,517 
210, 518-217,034 
217,035=223,551 
223 ,552-230,068 
230, 069-236, 585 
236, 586=240,870 
240 ,871-245,155 
245 4156-249 5440 
249 5441-253 ,725 
253, 726-258,010 
258,011-263,874 
263 ,875-266,151 
266 ,152-267,328 
267, 329-270,152 
270 ,153-272,975 
tee fong i 
bers reported 
373 007-375 415 
375 5416-378, 752 
378, 753-382 ,089 
382 ,090=385,426 
385 ,427=386,951 
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NUMBER 


——ee 


Portland, Maine 

386 , 952-391-230 

* 003-4 ,955 
261-5,921 

is 000-40, 787 


40, 788-42 077 


' Assorted nos. 


42 078-49, 762 


01,185-01,671 
01,672-02,158 


49,763-51,710 
02 ,159-02 *64,5 


aut 711-54,,163 
2646-03, 132 


54 ,164=55,911 
03,133-03, 3619 


55,912-60,077 
No numbers re- 
ported 


60, 078-61, 963 
03 3620-0), 106 
61, 7964-62, 925k 
Ou 107-04, 337 


62 255-65, 764 
Ou 338-05, 33% 


65,765-67,132 
05, 335-06 5439 


67,133-69,068 
06 440-07, 725 


69 ,069-70,410 
07, +726-07, 896 


70,411-70,778 
07; 897-08, 205 


70, 779-80 , 361 


No numbers 
reported 


80, 362-80,870 
08, 206-08; 514 
Portland, ME & 

Mobile, AL 


APROX. YR, 


1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1984 


1983 
1984 
1985 


1986 


1987 


1988 
1989 


1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994, 


1995 


through 
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NUMBLR APROX, YR. NUMBER APROX, YR. 
80 ,871-100,499 100, 500- 1995 (Continued) 
No numbers 
reported 
iY STaRT_DaTE/SQURCE STOP _DaTE/SOURCE 
ORIGINAL June 1905 Still in production 
"The Commercial Telegraphers' 
Journal", June 1905, Pg. 32 
Double Jul 1907-aug. 1908 Feb. 1925 
Lever Nameplate from WD6DTC key "The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Feb. 1925, Pg. 32 
wxn Dec. 1911 Jan. 1923 
"The Railroad Telegrapher", "The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Dec. 1911, Pg. 376a Jan. 1923, Pg. 6 
No. 4/ Auge 1914 Dec. 1966 
Blue Racer "Journal of the Telegraph", Harrison Ad. 
auge 1914, Pg. 15 mQsT", Dec. 1966, Pg. 170 
Upright Nov. 1917 Feb. 1919 
"Blectrical Experimenter", "Telegraph and Telephone 
Pg. 458 age", Feb. 1919, Pg. ii 
Midget Oct. 1918 Sep. 1920 
"The hailroad Telegrapher", "The Railroad Telegrapher", 
Oct. 1918, Pg. 268 Sep. 1920, Pg. 358 
Martin c. Jul/aug 1920 Oct. 1939 
Junior WW7P Survey "QST™, Oct. 1939, Pg. 106 
No. 6/ June 1927 Nov. 1980 
Lightning "The Railroad Telegrapher", Tufts Ad. "73" Magazine, 
June 1927, Pg. 126 Nov. 1980, Pg. 163 
Champion Nov. 1939 Nov. 1980 
"QST", Nov. 1939, Pg. 114 Tufts ad. "730 Magazine, 
Nove 1980, Pg. 163 
Zephyr Jan. 1939 1958 
U.S. Pat. 2,187,351 shows WW7P Survey. Last Zephyr 
a Zephyr. Filed "1/9/39 s/n: 201, 928 
Presentation Nov. 1948 Still in production 
"QsT", Nov. 1948, Pg. 138 
Vibro-Keyer Jan. 1960 Still in production 
ngsT", Jan. 1960, Pg. 140 
Iambic Dec. 1979 Still in production 
"QsT", Dec. 1979, Pg. 212 


Brass Racer- 
Iambic 


Nov. 1982 
nQsT", Nov. 1982, Pg. 162 


Still in production 


KX 


EK-1 


STaRT DaTE/SOURCE 


Brass Racer- Nov. 1982 
"QST", 
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STOP DaTE/SOURCE 


Still in production 
Nov. 1982, Pg. 162 : 


Straight Key-Nov, 1996/"QST", Nov. 1996, Pg. 201 Still in production 


Most recent 

Pat. date or 
Latest Pat. 

Number 


Auge 9, 1904 
767 , 303 

auge 9, 1904 
Others pend- 
ing 


Jan 22,07 
842 51 54 


Jan 22, 07 
Others pend- 


aie 

842,154 
Others pend- 
ing 


Nov. 5, 1912 
1,043 5449 


1,043,449 
Others pend- 
ing 


1,178,291 
(Boulter) 
1,260,008 
Vertical Nos, 
763,303 , 


1,260,008 


1,445,226 


Date Range 
Auge 9, 1904 = apr. 15, 1906 


apr. 16, 1906 = Jan. 21, 1907 


Jan. 22, 1907 = Jun. 30, 1911 
Oct..27, 1911 - Nov. 4, 1912 


Nov. 5, 1912 - aug. 3, 1917 


auge 4, 1917 - Mar. 18, 1918 


aprox. 1918 & 1919 

WW7P Survey 

Mar. 19, 1918 = Jul. 1920 (Start of 825 Broadway 
address) 


(On later keys with the Bug logo) 


at top of list is wrong. This patent is for a clip 
issued to Joseph a. Mayers, June 21, 1904. Correct 
number should have been 767 , 303 issued to Horace G, 
Martin, August 9, 1904 


Jul. 1920 - Feb. 12, 1923. "The 
Railroad Telegrapher", Jul. 20, 1920, 
Pg. 274 


This patent number preceeded 1,260,008 plus other pat- 
ents pending on Vibroplex keys. 
825 Broadway. Feb. 13, 1923 (U.S. Pat. date) - 

Feb. 12, 1925 


825 Broadway. 


796 Fulton. Feb. 13, 1925 - Jan. 8, 1939 
mast", apr. 1925, Pg. 76 (Minus 2 mos 


for ad to be submitted) 


Vertical Nos. 


1,260,008 
Other pats 
pending 


"Patented" 
833 Broad- 
way 


No Pat. Nose 
No word Pat- 
ened 

833 Broad- 
way 


No Pat. Nos. 
No word Pate 
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Date Range 


Magazine ads for period Jun. 1925 - Apr. 1941 shows 
address as either: 


825 Broadway 
or 
832 Broadway 


however, all keys for this period are marked: 


796 Fulton St. 


796 Fulton St. 


Jan. 9, 1939 = 3-26-42(Date on J-36 key) 


833 Broadway 
1946 = 1963 


1963 = 1980 


1980 - sug. 1994 


3227242 -2-1945 
WW7P Survey 


WW7P Survey. New company using up 
aia plates between Sep. 1979- 


WW7P Survey 


ened 
No street 
address 

RED/GREEN/BLUB COLOR BaSB 
STaRT/SOURCE STOP/SOURCE 
Jun. 1929 Jul. 1936 


must" Jun. 1929, 


Pg. 8 


mQsT"™, Jul. 1936, 
Pg. 71 


VIBROPLEX PaTENTS 


Only Vibroplex patents listed that appear as last patent num- 
ber/or most recent date on the nameplate. 


For a rough estimate of when your key was made, use that patent 
date and the next patent's filing date. 


ent_N 
743 
842,154, 
1,043,449 
1,178,291 
1,260,008 
1,445,226 


a) 


F D ‘a 

L, 
4/16/06 1/22/07 
10/27/11 11/5/12 
8/1/14 / 4/16 
8/4/17 3/19/18 
12/10/21 2/13/23 


as I mentioned at the first of the article; this has been a 
lengthly project - well over six years, quite costly, data on over 


3,135 Vibroplex keys and the aid of nearly 2,000 owners. 
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I want to say a special thank you to my wife, Edith, for all 
her help and patience over the years. 


another who has been most helpful is Tom French, W1IMQ. 


This article deals only with the dating of the keys. For much 
more information on Vibroplex keys such as pictures, identification, 
ads, patents, modifications within models, nameplate data, etc., I 
recommend you purchase Tom French's latest book "Vibroplex Collector's 
Guide", Revised Edition. Tom's address is: 


P.O. Box 88 
Maynard, MA 01754 
U.S.a. 


A most heartfelt thank you to the many who furnished data on 
your keys. The first draft of this article listed each of you but 
it ran two and a half pages - single spaced. I'm afraid no publisher 
would accept that, so this paragraph will show my appreciation for 
your fine cooperation. 


Now, when someone asks how old your key is, you can say, "The 
birth date of my Vibroplex key is, ars 


Gs 


The latest Vibroplex nameplate. 
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RAVEN’S RAMBLING ROCHESTER REPORT 


by Greg Raven, KF5N 


With winter upon us and many hamfest venues dormant, Greg’s 
account lets us re-live the joys of AWA 96. For those who have 
never attended this annual meet, Greg ably captures its flavor. 


Here’s a summary of the 1996 AWA conference held in Rochester 
NY from my perspective. All errors are due to my imperfect 
memory due to forgetting to bring my notepad. 

The weather was essentially perfect for Wednesday through 
Friday (September 4 - 7). There was one day when it sprinkled for 
about 5 minutes. It was raining Saturday morning, but the 
conference was basically done by then. 

ILLEGAL TRADING ON TUESDAY: There was a rumor 
of a Vibroplex Double Lever being sold on Tuesday. This type of 
activity is prohibited by the AWA, but is not really discouraged by 
any means. The AWA does not deploy "Flea Market Police" like 
used at other flea markets, so it is very easy to get away with this 
without consequences. 

WEDNESDAY FLEA MARKET: As usual the flea market 
starts in the pre-dawn hours on Wednesday morning. Good deals 
on telegraph stuff were to be found almost immediately. I found 
my best deal of the entire conference within minutes of walking 
into the flea market area (a book on telegraphy). Competition was 
fierce, as most of the serious key collectors had illegally entered 
the flea market area before 6 AM and were pouncing on anything 
even remotely connected with telegraphy. One of the great things 
about the AWA flea market is that good stuff keeps showing up the 
entire day. This keeps everyone one on the move. Pacing back and 
forth through the aisles dozens if not hundreds of times looking for 
new stuff to show up is the rule. This requires endurance and good 
walking shoes and the ability to go without food from dawn to 
dusk. Unfortunately, I did not get enough sleep the night before 
and damn near got sick from pacing back and forth in the sun 
(drinking a half pitcher of beer at the airport the day before did not 
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help either). An hours rest in the hotel room was required in the 
afternoon before returning to the neverending pacing, pacing, and 
more pacing. 

STUFF SEEN IN THE FLEA MARKET: (Note: Buyers 
and sellers names are not mentioned for security reasons due to the 
exponentially escalating value of telegraphic devices.) For several 
years a famous collector brings a HUGE collection of telegraph and 
scientific devices for display and trading. Only this year, KEYS 
FOR SALE signs were liberally sprinkled throughout the display. 
This was a rather shocking departure from business as usual from 
one of the hobby’s most noted acquisitioners. Prices quoted were 
high, but not ultra high. Apparently one of the western collectors 
had quite a feeding frenzy here, and he was rumored to have spent 
many thousands of $$$ on both telegraph and _ scientific 
instruments. One of the most spectacular camelback keys I have 
ever seen was sold or traded at least twice during the course of the 
flea market. This was a beautiful Phelps camelback in absolutely 
perfect condition. It was about 2/3 the size of a normal key. One 
wonders if this was not a very nicely done reproduction. Fake or 
not, it would look great in any collection of telegraphic 
instruments. A complete Omnigraph in the wooden box was 
snagged by one of the western collectors. This thing was amazing. 
I have never seen this giant sized version of the Omnigraph. I hope 
this fantastic piece made it to its new home OK. A Norcross Dual 
Lever Vibroplex was offered for trade. This particular key was in 
deplorable condition, but due to its rarity was highly sought after. 
I believe it was traded, but I do not know for what. Not really a 
telegraph item, Bunnell registers were popping up all over the 
place. One nice one was offered for only $200. A couple of 
Ghegan patent sounders in very nice condition were offered for $75 
each. As of late Friday they were still unsold. Numerous common 
military keys were found. A NIB J-38 by American Radio 
Hardware sold for $25. In general, prices for these common 
military keys were in the $10 to $50 range. You can still start a 
decent collection of these keys without obliterating your bank 
account; however, you might do better at your local hamfest. A 
famous Canadian collector brought his small collection of keys for 
sale or trade. This guy usually has a few interesting foreign and 
military keys at decent prices. A Western Electric style resonator 
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with rotatable sounder was offered for sale for $200. I would have 
bought it, however, the resonator had been repainted a gray color. 
I figured it was worth maybe $100 in its present condition, but the 
owner would not budge. 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY FLEA MARKET: As usual, 
there was some new stuff appearing Thursday. It seemed to be 
down from past years. In fact, the number of flea market spaces 
filled on Wednesday seemed to be higher that previous years 
(indicating most arrived on Wednesday). A McElroy plastic based 
straight key was acquired by a lucky collector on Thursday 
morning. A historically significant Bunnell miniature sounder was 
sold or traded. This sounder has a _ plaque apparently 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Morse telegraph. 
These were given away at a dinner to celebrate the occasion. [The 
one I saw had to do with an Andrew Carnegie dinner, well before 
1944.-Ed.| According to the story, the sounders were actually 
wired up to allow messages to be sent to the guests, who were 
various dignitaries from Western Union, railroads, etc. I believe 
this transaction occurred Thursday or Friday. An extremely rare 
and historically significant SCR-71 ground telegraph transmitter 
was seen briefly in the flea market. This is a telegraph key with a 
"power buzzer" used for ground telegraphy during the trench wars 
of WWI. This set and ground telegraphy are described in the 
recently published book "Listening In". The Friday flea market was 
very slow, however, I was surprised at how many vendors were 
still in operation. 

TAUNTING: Key collectors like to taunt each other by 
showing them pictures of rare items from their collection. This 
began Tuesday night and continued throughout the conference. In 
spite of the taunting aspect, it is actually quite enjoyable to see the 
collections of other collectors. The immensity of some collections 
is just mind boggling. Tony Rogozinski brought photos of the 
recent disaster wrought on his antenna system by a "microburst" 
thunderstorm. The damage was both fascinating and horrifying. It 
was amazing how the antennas, booms, and masts were bent and 
broken, and yet the towers themselves were perfectly intact. Sign 
of a well installed tower system I guess. This was a sort of 
"inverse" taunting, as obviously no one should ever have this 
happen to them. A well-known bug collector was observed in the 
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flea market periodically bringing forth rare bugs to allow inspection 
by other collectors. A Melehan Valiant and Vibroplex Upright were 
two of the more notable bugs used to taunt and amaze the other key 
collectors. 

KEY AND TELEGRAPH SESSION: As usual the highlight 
of the AWA conference as far as key collectors are concerned is 
the Key and Telegraph Session. This session is held indoors in one 
of the hotel conference rooms and it is a great relief from the day’s 
key collecting activities in the flea market. The session is 
moderated by noted key collector Murray Willer, VE3FRX, who 
was introduced by AWA official Bill Fizette. Murray has been the 
emcee for the Key and Telegraph Session for several years, and he 
always does an excellent job. And thanks to Murray for selling me 
that NIB leg key that will look great in my collection! 
PRESENTATION 1: TOM PERERA Tom’s presentation covered 
his expedition to Europe to research and collect German telegraph 
keys, a brief trip to the Smithsonian, and an underwater telegraphic 
salvage adventure! PRESENTATION 2: TOM FRENCH This 
presentation covered a relatively untapped area of the key collecting 
hobby, the keyer paddle and electronic keyer. PRESENTATION 
3: PETE MALVASI Pete covered early wireless and radio keys 
including military and commercial models. 

THE GENERAL AUCTION: Few really exciting keys were 
entered in the general auction. The one exception was the SCR-71 
Ground Telegraph Transmitting set, which had been briefly viewed 
in the flea market. (Also see the auction report in TVC17.-Ed.) 

AWA MUSEUM AND ANNEX: The museum is open only 
during very strange hours, so you must carefully plan a trip. Keep 
in mind it is about a 30 minute drive from the conference site to 
the museum. Also it helps to take someone who has been before, 
as the museum is very poorly marked. Myself and Doug Palmer 
made the trip Wednesday night after deciding to abandon a trip to 
a restaurant for much needed food. Fortunately fellow key 
collectors Tony Rogozinski and Tom O’Connor were already at the 
museum and suggested a local restaurant named "Rumors" about 
2 miles east of the museum. After about 30 minutes of viewing the 
AWA collection (which is mega-outstanding) and withstanding a 
demonstration of the spark transmitter (twice), we took off for the 
restaurant in nearly starved condition. We of course ordered New 
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York strip steaks, and our hunger was appeased. Upon leaving the 
establishment, we discovered a few cars parked outside the 
semi-secret "annex". To our delight, Bruce Kelley was conducting 
a tour after having shut down the museum. We got to wander about 
the recently expanded building for quite a bit before Bruce ran us 
out. Doug was able to shoot quite a bit of film of the Louise 
Moreau key collection. I took a shot of the glass case which I had 
botched last year. Hope it turns out in focus this time! 
SUMMARY: The 1996 AWA conference will go down in 
history as the most successful and entertaining event for the key 
collector ever to be held. Will the 1997 event be as good ? I 
seriously doubt it. It is simply not possible for the weather to favor 
the outdoor flea market again as it did this year. The quantity and 
quality of keys cannot continue and will probably be greatly 
attenuated in coming years. The interest in keys and key collecting 
is at its peak and we are truly seeing the heyday of the hobby. 
Interest will wane and no one will be available to put together the 
outstanding presentations we enjoyed this year. If you were 
fortunate enough to attend this year’s conference and take home a 
key or two, consider yourself very fortunate! 
73 fm Greg Raven KFSN. 


I realize that this article reflects Greg’s personal opinion, but my 
outlook on the future of our hobby differs radically. I predict, in 
fact, that the availability of telegraph instruments will increase in 
the future. They may, however, be obtained by trading with other 
collectors in addition to flea market purchases. 

For example, at the AWA meet, my two "finds" were Mac 
Keys obtained through pre-arranged trades with other collectors, I 
gave up a Bowman (A.W.B.) spark key and a Standard Radio bug. 
Since then, I have purchased an early Vibroplex Model X and a 
beige-based Lightning Bug at flea markets. 

One collector believes that "every serious collector of 
something has one excellent ’hit’ each year along with at least two 
or three lesser ones." If your goals are reasonable, I’m sure you 
will not be disappointed. 

As for future Key and Telegraph Session presentations, I 
nominate Greg to be a speaker at the next conference. 

-WIIMQ. 
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Vibroplex Model No. 1: Part Il 


by Robert Morrison, AD4PI 


Before reading this commentary, read (if you haven’t already) 
Robert Morrison’s article, and my editorial postscript, in the 
October 1996 issue (TVC17 pegs. 4 and 9). In his article, Robert 
told of finding, identifying and using his early Vibroplex. He 
referred to his bug as the "No. 1", a phrase I omitted from the 
published article; I noted that it is not the earliest, or first, model. 
Robert responds: 


Thank you for including my article in your journal and for the 
warm reception you accorded it. I appreciate your insistence upon 
fact-based scholarship and historical accuracy. This consistent 
attention to detail is what makes the hobby both fun and 
worthwhile. 

I thought I would take this opportunity to share some of my 
thoughts on the editorial follow-up you provided on identifying and 
classifying "the first Vibroplex." 

I was very interested in your reaction to my use of "Model 
No. 1" to identify my 1906 key. The truth is, I didn’t really know 
what to call it. My use of that term was not meant to imply 
primacy, but rather to differentiate my key from other early models 
such as the Double Lever or the Model X. And I didn’t want to use 
the term "Original" since that nomenclature was not used until 
some years later. 

To the best of my knowledge no early Martin keys were 
actually called Model No. 1 at the time of manufacture, since at 
that time there were no other models. Some later models were, of 
course, designated by number such as Model No. 4 (Blue Racer) 
and Model No. 6 (Lightning Bug). It was only retroactively and by 
inference that the earliest bugs came to be known as Model No. 1. 

You are correct in pointing out that some details of 
manufacture found on my key differ from those found on earlier 
specimens. I know of at least two additional features not mentioned 
in my article which differentiate my 1906 key from earlier Martin 
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keys. William Holly’s book /The Vibroplex Company Inc.; 1990] 
contains a 1905 Vibroplex advertisement which has an illustration 
of a key with cylindrical terminal posts. Beneath the illustration fon 
page 6] is a photo of an identical key. My 1906 key has barrel- 
shaped terminal posts. I did not point out this variance in my 
article because I was comparing my key to the 1906 patent 
drawing. The patent design shows the same barrel-shaped posts 
found on my key. 

Louise Ramsey Moreau’s book shows a key made in 1904 
[The Story of the Key; 1995; at p. 23]. She points out that it is 
different from later bugs because the dot contact was mounted /to 
the pendulum] on a straight strip of metal instead of the familiar U- 
shaped spring which appeared later, in 1906. However, both the 
1905 advertising illustration and corresponding photo of an actual 
key /shown in Holly] have the U-shaped dot contact spring. And to 
make matters even more confusing, the key dated 1904 in 
Moreau’s book has the same barrel-shaped posts found on my 1906 
key and the 1906 patent drawing. 

If there is a message to come out of this confusion, it may 
be that there were sufficient variations in the makeup of the earliest 
keys that there is no one single pure form of "Model 1" based on 
a parts inventory alone. As you pointed out in your postscript, the 
type of nameplate, and, I would add, the serial number, are the 
best, and possibly only truly reliable methods of chronologically 
ordering these instruments. 

Robert Morrison 


I’ve always felt vaguely uncomfortable referring to an early "old 
Style" Vibroplex (as Martin and Albright called it) as an 
"Original," for the very reasons that Robert mentions. His point is 
well taken. And I stand corrected in assuming that by "No. 1" he 
was referring to earliest in time, as opposed to model type. 
Moreau does show what she calls a "1904" Vibroplex, but 
I caution our readers against accepting too easily that date; some 
collectors, myself included, believe the first Vibroplex was made in 
1905. I also wonder whether her flat dot spring is authentic. But 
neither of these points takes away from Robert’s observations on the 
uncertainties that exist in trying to date the earliest bugs by the style 
of a few parts. -WI1IMQ. 
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32 J. UW. BUNNELE & CO. 


STANDARD W. U. SPRING JACK SWITCHBOARD. 


Be Re NE LL Aho, ix 
{ J 4 nicl x 


No. 1267. 


This cut shows o Standard 15-line Switchboard, with 14 rows of discs and & single 
row of jacks. In ordcring or requesting prices on Spring Jack Switchboards state the 
number of Iincs for which they are wanted,” how many horizontal rows of discs, and 
whether a single.or double row of jacks is required. Prices on Spring Jack Switch- 


boards, Lampboards and Terminal Boards, furnished on application, accompanied with 
particulars of reauircments, 


“WESTERN UNION SPRING JACK, WITH WEDGE AND CORD. 


No. 1268. 

Above cut represents a Six-line Western Union Spring Jack, with Wedge and Cord. 
List No. Price Each 
1268 Per Line (State number of Jacks required in ordering). ~. $4.80 
1260 Wedge, with 4 ft. Cord, extra... scree e seers ee ee cess cose 3.00 


1270 Cord, Heavy, Flexible, Two Conductor Silk, per yard.....eeee- BU 
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LANDLINE 


Wedges and Pegs 


A while back, Arizona collector Tony Rogozinski, N7BG, acquired 
a cord-and-wedge that had an interesting line of information 
engraved on the wedge: "No. 17 patented Dec 3 ’95." I saw it 
when I visited Tony early last year, and it sure looked like a bug 
wedge -- but there were no bugs in 1895! At Arizona State 
University, I searched through the telegraph patents issued on that 
date, but couldn’t find a clue to this device. 


About the same time as I was visiting Tony, Dave Pennes, 
WA3LKN, sent me the photos (shown above) of an "Odd cord and 
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24 J. UW. BUNNELL & CO, 


HAND-MADE CONDENSERS 


ADJUSTABLE AND NON-ADJUSTABLE. 


Yor Telegraphic, Telephonic or Experimental Purposes, 


No. 6356 
ADJUSTABLE MULTIPLE CONDENSERS ARE SUBDIVIDED INTO FIVE 
SECTIONS, 
List No. Capacity Price Each 
BAGG. SM. BS AU iatl: sisccite ew sede < ihaehe cher DL .. $24.00 
5358, SF MLB. Non Nd Justaite aoc 6 cecee 6 be slecics ¢ si ssaunsce of saupewae carci 28.00 


MACIUNE MADE CONDENSERS, 


Vinmounted Units for Experimental Purposes. Very Compact and Efficient. 


List No. Capacity Price Bach 
8596 YES. Besser wires, sequelae bie WWM oF 4 haislaida,.8 daieiobvagcnia-4nsalgtain.« wiasets 91.00 
8597 yM. 1.20 
8598 YM. 1.80 
8599 1 M. 3.00 
8600 14% M. 3.60 


In cddition to the ebove, we can furnish concen 3, of o(her capacities, 
elther mountcd or unmounted. 

Send us your order, statin; 
faction in both quality and pri 


exact requirements. We puarantce satis- 


LOOP PEG AND CORD. 


SpUt per or pin for use with Western Union button Switch to loop in 
fo dostrumend, 


LOOP PEG WI 
Code Word List No. rico Each 
Ovatit Ph Loop Per, without Cor 
Ovejas 1235 Loop Peg, with three- 
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wedge," as he described it, "with replaceable cord when it wears 
out." He asked if I had any ideas "what bug came with this?" Here 
again was a device that looked like it could be used to connect an 
operator’s bug to a hand key. 

Dave’s gadget looked a bit more unusual than Tony’s, 
which made me suspect that it might not be related to the use of a 
bug. And if that were the case, perhaps Tony’s wasn’t either. 
Things like this are one reason I collect old books relating to 
telegraphy and old trade catalogs of instrument manufacturers. 
Back home from our Arizona trip, I browsed through them. And 
in Bunnell’s "Catalog No. 27" (abridged 1915 edition) I found 
cords and wedges and loop pegs and spring jacks and all sorts of 
things that were telegraphic in nature, yet had nothing to do with 
bugs. 

Wedges and loop pegs have been around much longer than 
semiautomatic keys (the E.S. Greeley catalog of 1888 shows a loop 
pin similar to Bunnell’s). These devices were used for the same 
purpose as a bug wedge: To cut a circuit (loop) or instrument into 
a line. Spring jacks were specifically designed to accept a wedge, 
as shown in the catalog drawings. A loop pin, inserted in place of 
a brass shorting plug in a button switch (or patch panel, as some 
describe it), allowed an operator to cut in a circuit loop. 

When the Autoplex and other vibrating keys came along, 
the operator who owned one needed a way to cut his personal key 
into the local circuit in place of the hand key on the table. What 
better way than to use a spring-jack wedge or loop peg inserted 
between the hand key’s frame and connector leaf? 

Probably neither of these devices were perfectly suited to 
the task, but with a little modification the manufacturers came up 
with our familiar bug wedge. And when they added a wedge lip to 
the hand key’s connector leaf, the job was complete. 

I was puzzled, and had no answer for Tony when he 
showed me his "1895 bug wedge." This led me to the books, and 
the eventual solution. It was an enjoyable and interesting task, and 
demonstrated once again that much of the fun in collecting comes 
not just from knowing what you’ve got, but from the search for 
that knowledge. Like the travel-trailer trips to Arizona that Carla 
and I take most winters, being there is great, but much of the 
enjoyment is found in the journey. -WI1IMQ. 
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unclassified ads 


When responding, say you saw it in 
The Vail Correspondent. 


Several Telegraph Keys - large 
SASE for list, photos. Bobby 
Ridge, KE4TBA, 1954 Colonial 
Lane, Hickory NC 28601. 


Railroad Telegraphy and the 
railroad, reviewed TVC17; 76 pgs 
of history $9.95 US (foreign $14.95 
#10 SASE. Need articles from old 
telegraph and railroad periodicals 
for Volume II of above. Copies 
OK, loaners promptly returned. Call 
9am-9pm ET (203) 924-1120 (if 
machine answers, leave message, 
I’ll return call). Robert W. Betts, 8 
Little Fawn Drive, Shelton CT 
06484 USA. 


For sale: J-38, needs minor 
cleaning; Speed-X, Les Logan 
model 515 (base & nameplate + a 
few parts); Speed-X straight key, 
new never used; unknown brass/ 
bronze bug, base & parts only; all 
for $50 shipped. Mercury paddle 
with dust cover, new, never used, 
no call sign engraved, $285 
shipped, money order only. Please 
call first. John R, Mathews, 
KE6LAW, 10151 Maikai Dr., 
Huntington Beach CA 92646. (714) 
378-3914. 


Semi-automated keys or devices in 
any condition by early American 
key makers wanted. Also seeking 
Morse/Baudot/ASCII tape devices 
ca 40’s ff, both straight line and 
cryptographic, and a wetted relay 


for Hallicrafters TO keyer (or 
working HAIA). Write: Doug 
Hensley, WJ5J, 5678 College 
Drive, Baton Rouge LA 70806- 
7217. 


McElroy multi-color 9" X 14" 
reproduction Chart of Codes, $12 
ppd USA, $14 DX (US funds). Tee 
shirt, L or XL size, $19.95 ppd. 
J.F. Rhilinger, KC1MI, 37 Pearl 
St., Boston MA 02125. (617) 825- 
9763. 


Vibroplex Collector’s Guide, 
second edition $19.95 + $2 s/h. 
Artifax Books, Box 88, Maynard 
MA 01754. 


Wanted: Serial numbers/ pic’s for 
Foote-Pierson & Co. 20th Century 
key (pump key). Also advertise- 
ments, paper of same, with or w/o 
base. B. Wilson, 22 Tiffany Rd., 
Norwell MA 02061. (617) 826- 
2746. 


key clicks 


Letters will be published as space 
permits, and may be edited. 


Happy birthday 

Congrats, Tom, on four years 
of TVC! No. 17 was very good, 
especially the restoration article by 
Bob Morrison. Giles Crabtree, 
W3PR. 


Insulators 

I'd like to compliment you on 
a great magazine. Keep up the good 
work. 

In TVC No. 17 (October 


1996) Landline section there was a 
column on Gravity Cells. In the last 
paragraph [you] state "With the 
battery (or cell), we now have all of 
the elements necessary to construct 
a basic Morse telegraph system." I 
contend that there are still two basic 
building blocks to the basic Morse 
system. They are (1) the telegraph 
insulators and (2) the wire. If 
insulators and wire haven’t been 
covered is there someone who could 
expand on these subjects? 

I’ve been interested in 
telegraphy, international and 
American, for 40 years, but a radio 
amateur for only 25 years. My 
collection of keys is very modest. 
With the real collectors getting 
involved, I’ve watched the $$ go 
up. So I’ve switched to insulators, 
those are still available at modest 
cost. Samuel W. Stack, N2WR. 

Many early books cover wire 
and insulators. Prescott (History, 
Theory and Practice of the Electric 
Telegraph, 1860) devotes two pages 
to wire, and eight to insulators, a 
reprint of this book, which includes 
five more pages on insulators at the 
back from an 1874 book, is sold by 
Artifax Books (Box 88, Maynard 
MA 01754) for $18.95 ppd. 

Two clubs for insulator 
collectors are: Yankee Pole Cat 
Insulator Club (303 Washington St., 
Abington MA 02351), and National 
Insulator Association (1315 Old 
Mill Path, Broadview Hgts OH 
44147). Two publications are: 
Canadian Insulator Collector 
(bimonthly, Mayne Island B.C. VON 
2JO Canada), and Crown Jewels 
(monthly; P.O. Box 1003, St. 
Charles IL 60174). 

Yes, most insulators are 


cheaper than most bugs. But I don’t 
consider a like-new beige Lightning 
Bug at $60 (from a hamfest last 
fall) or a WWII Blue Racer at $70 
(from a ham, last fall) too terribly 
expensive. Patience often takes the 
place of a thick wallet. -W1IMQ. 


Book reviews 

I would like to propose a book 
for your book review page. Maybe 
it has been covered but I missed it. 
It is available from the New 
England Wireless and Steam 
Museum at East Greenwich RI 
02818. It is Wireless 
Communication in the United States 
by Thorn L. Mayes (W6AX), pub. 
1989. I can’t take credit for finding 
this book. It was pointed out to me 
by Pete Malvasi, WB2BYQ. Bob 
Larson, K2TK. 

That book (which I haven’t 
read) has been reviewed in other 
publications, but not TVC. Bob 
(and anyone else, too), if you think 
a book would interest our readers, 
please feel free to send in a review. 
It needn’t be long; 300 - 400 words 
is fine. -W1IMQ. 


Signal Corps Museum 

I visited the Signal Corps 
museum at Ft. Gordon, Georgia, a 
few weeks ago. They had one of 
those (leg type) WWII telegraph 
hand keys on a 1918 enclosed glass 
visual display. I called this error to 
the attention of the director. He was 
embarrassed by the substitute; 
however, he said that they did not 
own another desk hand key for the 
display. He was very nice, and they 
have a very nice display of early 
telegraph set-ups (civil war types 
also): keys, etc. I told him that I 


would see if I could find him a 
more "original" hand key for his 
display. 

Maybe one of the readers of 
the Correspondent could visit the 


U.S. Army Signal Corps museum? 


The address is: Signal Corps 
Museum, Mike Rogers, Exhibits 


BIZ CARDS ...... 


Collector of Telegraph Keys. x 
Old Radios, Microphones, & Apparatus bs \... 


Buy / Trade / Sell - Free Lists 


K2DCY 
TOM PERERA 


11 Squire Hill Road 
N. Caldwell, NJ 07006 
(201) 226-9185 


(Summer) 
Fassett Hill Road 
Hancock, VT 05748 
(802) 767-3265 


COLLECTOR: TELEGRAPH KEYS AND EQUIPMENT 
BUGS AND STRAIGHT KEYS 
SPECIALIST - ( MCELROY Mac-Keyvs) 


KCIMI 
JOHN F. RHILINGER 


MEMBER 

MORSE TELEGRAPH CLUB 37 PEARL ST. 
ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOC. BOSTON, MA 02125 
QCWA #21624 (617) 825-9763 


wanted - wanted - wanted - wanted 


Design Specialist, Bldg 36305, Ft 
gordon GA 30905. Phone (404) 
791-3856. Miles Hess, WB4YQE. 

We have some readers in the 
area who may be able to help the 
Museum out. Even if you don’t have 
a spare key for them, a visit might 
be enjoyable. -W1IMQ. 


$8 for four issues. 


WANTED 
“A PRE 1900 a a 
ELECTRICITY 
MEDICAL * X-RAY 
TELEGRAPHY * TELEPHONE 
PRE 1925 
RADIO * WIRELESS 
PRE 1940 
TELEVISION 
BOOKS ¢ TUBES ¢ ARTIFACTS 
MAGAZINES « AUTOGRAPHS 
CATALOGS * EPHEMERA P.O. BOX 398 


“ELMA, NY 14059 
PHONE, 716-681-3186 %/ 
rt eet YSYo 


NEW WIRELESS 
PIONEERS 


TELEGRAPH 


instruments - books - magazines - trade catalogs 


(508) 562-5573 

Amateur Radio Keys 
All Landline instruments * 
T.R. McElroy # specialty 


TOM FRENCH 
151 Barton Road 
Stow MA 01775 USA 
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